
June 1, 2017 
 

 
Dear English IV AP Students: 
 
Thank you for enrolling in English IV AP Literature and Composition. The English IV AP curriculum is 
designed for college bound students and includes a survey of different authors and themes from a variety of 
time periods and genres. All students enrolled in AP will take the AP exam in May which allows students, who 
make an appropriate score, to place out of their initial English courses in college. This class is beneficial 
because it reinforces analytical reading and writing skills, which are integral components of the college 
curriculum.  
 
I require that you continue your study of literature with the following summer reading selections. The reading 
and assignments are designed to enhance our study of literature during the semester. We will refer to your 
readings often throughout the course. I hope you will enjoy the selections as much as I do. I recommend that 
you purchase your own texts, but if you would like to borrow the books you may come by my room (506). 
Please get your books from me by June 8. Have a great summer. I look forward to working with you in the 
upcoming year.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Toni L. Adams 

 
All students must read:  

How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster (school copies available); prefer the  
revised edition (has a red cover). 
 
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller (the play is online or you may borrow a school copy) 
http://www.pelister.org/literature/ArthurMiller/Miller_Salesman.pdf  
This play is considered one of America’s greatest tragedies. I would like to warn you that there is some  
disagreeable language. Please let me know if this is unacceptable to you and I will assign you a  
different play of equal literary merit. 
 

PLUS choose 1 of the following novels from this list  
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer (small number of school copies available) 
A nine-year-old amateur inventor, Francophile, and pacifist searches New York City for the lock that 
matches a mysterious key left behind by his father, who died in the World Trade Center on September
11, 2001. Through his search he dreams of ways to keep his family safe from harm and encounters a 
motley group of people who are all survivors in their own way. Some offensive language. 

 
1984 by George Orwell (school copies available) 
Winston Smith is a member of the Outer Party. He works in the Records Department in the Ministry of
Truth, rewriting and distorting history. To escape Big Brother's tyranny, at least inside his own mind,
Winston begins a diary — an act punishable by death. 

 
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd (school copies available) 
Haunted by memories of her late mother and abused by her father, 14-year-old Lily Owens runs away
with her friend and caregiver Rosaleen to the South Carolina town that holds the key to her mother's

http://www.pelister.org/literature/ArthurMiller/Miller_Salesman.pdf


past. There, Lily meets the Boatwright sisters, who take her in and teach her about beekeeping, honey,
and the Black Madonna. Lily also discovers that the truth about her mother is closer than she thinks. 

 
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini (no school copies available). Written by the same author 
of The Kite Runner. Mariam lives in the small village of Gul Daman with her mother. She is the
illegitimate daughter of Jalil, a wealthy businessman who lives in the nearby city of Herat. After her
mother's suicide, she is sent to live with Jalil. 
 
 

Instructions for Summer Reading 
 
How to Read Literature like a Professor 
You will love this book! Every tool and pattern you need for literary analysis is in this book and it’s fun to read. 
Assignment: READ it cover to cover. Please read this text before you read any other summer reading because 
this book is part of the data sheets you have to fill out. You will complete a group project using this text when 
the semester begins.  
 
Death of a Salesman and choice of 1 novel 
Complete a Data Sheet for each work. I have shared the Data Sheet with you on Google Docs. Please complete 
the charts in Google Docs and share with me when finished. You will need to do some research to fill in the 
data. Share with toni.adams@cravenk12.org 
 
When the semester begins we will have several writing assignments using these works. Your success on the 
assignments will depend on how familiar you are with the works. You will not be able to fake your way through 
the writing because you will need to know specific details about each work!! Enjoy the reading and take it 
seriously. 
 
 


